
#YOUAREINCLUDED

We invite the whole world to 

a spectacular celebration 

of LGBTQI+ rights, love and 

sportsmanship wrapped up in a 

rainbow-colored pride party
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WHAT IS COPENHAGEN 2021?

Copenhagen 2021 will be a global mega event, unit-

ing WorldPride and EuroGames in the same city, at 

the same time, for the first time ever. We are inviting 

the whole world to a spectacular celebration of 

LGBTQI+ rights, sportsmanship and love wrapped up 

in a massive rainbow-colored pride party where 

#YouAreIncluded. 

People from all corners of the world and all walks of 

life will come together in Greater Copenhagen to 

take part in an event unparalleled in diversity and in-

clusiveness. The playfulness of pride, the seriousness 

of human rights and the competitiveness of sports 

should send all participants on a transformative jour-

ney, exceed expectations and forever alter the DNA 

of the global LGBTQI+ community. 

Bringing EuroGames and WorldPride together, Co-

penhagen 2021 will be a truly historic event and we

are excited about the prospect of welcoming you to 

our city.

UNITING WORLDPRIDE AND EUROGAMES

This document is the official bid from Copenhagen 

Pride to host WorldPride in 2021. WorldPride is a spec-

tacular event that has brought together the global 

LGBTQI+ pride movement since 2000. But we should 

always strive to bring in more people and to have an 

increasing impact. That is why Pan Idraet, the Co-

penhagen LGBTQI+ sports association, is bidding to 

host EuroGames. This will take place in a separate 

bidding process with the European Gay & Lesbian 

Sport Federation, the organization behind Euro-

Games.

Uniting WorldPride and EuroGames will be historic – it 

will be Copenhagen 2021: an event that celebrates 

the progress of the pride movement, looks to the fu-

ture and demands that barriers all over the world be 

torn down. It will be two unified events with three pil-

lars:

WorldPride:

• A huge LGBTQI+ culture festival to commem-

orate our joint fight for equality and the front-

runners championing our common cause. 

Our WorldPride parade will take this celebra-

tion of love and diversity to the streets of 

Greater Copenhagen and alter the DNA of 

the city and everyone marching with us.

• A human rights conference will shed light on 

the injustice faced by LGBTQI+ people by 

featuring high-level speakers and down-to-

earth talks. Through an extensive outreach 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
COPENHAGEN PRIDE IS BIDDING TO HOST WORLDPRIDE IN GREATER COPENHAGEN IN 2021, COVERING THE DATES FROM

AUGUST 12 TO AUGUST 22. OUR VISION IS THIS: A GLOBAL MEGA EVENT CELEBRATING DIVERSITY AND LOVE WHILE PAVING 

THE WAY FOR A WORLD WITH FREEDOM AND EQUALITY FOR ALL
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program, we will seek to bridge socio-eco-

nomic gaps and ensure that activists and 

athletes from marginalized communities can 

be a part of this event.

EuroGames:

• A sporting event for LGBTQI+ athletes from all 

parts of the world and all levels will be com-

peting in 25+ disciplines in safe surroundings 

with thousands of people cheering from the 

sidelines and rainbow flags flickering in the 

wind. We will fight discrimination in the world 

of sports and show the importance of diver-

sity and inclusion in all parts of society.

IMPACT OF COPENHAGEN 2021

Celebrating a joint WorldPride and EuroGames in 

Greater Copenhagen will raise the bar for what you 

can expect of an LGBTQI+ event. With WorldPride, a 

human rights conference and EuroGames in the 

same city at the same time, there’s an ocean of pos-

sibilities to explore. Our promise is this: activists will 

break a sweat, athletes will become champions of 

equality, and party-goers will digest more than the 

beer from yesterday’s party. 

All participants will be able to look back at Copen-

hagen 2021 as the beginning of a transformative 

journey and a life-changing experience.

Attracting hundreds of thousands of people, Copen-

hagen 2021 will be remembered as a milestone in our 

modern LGBTQI+ history. Copenhagen 2021 should 

impact not only the hearts and minds of people 

around the world – we also aim to change the very 

lives of LGBTQI+ people and pave the way for a 

world in which we are all truly equal, no matter who 

you are, no matter who you love. 

MOTIVATIONS FOR BIDDING

Copenhagen Pride is bidding to host WorldPride in 

2021 because Denmark has been at the forefront of 

LGBTQI+ rights ever since homosexuality was decrimi-

nalized in 1933 and still is at the forefront today. Ad-

vancing LGBTQI+ rights at home and promoting them 

abroad continue to be political priorities for govern-

ments from all sides of parliament, with a center-left 

government passing equal marriage in 2012 and an 

unanimous parliament removing transgenderism from 

the official list of mental illnesses in 2017 under a cen-

ter-right government. 

The political consensus on LGBTQI+ rights across all 

nine parties in parliament makes Denmark the per-

fect fit to host WorldPride in 2021 and provides a safe 

space for people from all parts of the international 

LGBTQI+ community to come together. We are de-

termined to make this event truly inclusive at all levels 

of participation and across all parameters of repre-

sentation. In Greater Copenhagen, everyone will feel 

welcome and have a seat at the table.

We promise you and everyone taking part in Copen-

hagen 2021: #YouAreIncluded

2021 marks the 25th anniversary of 
Copenhagen Pride and many other 

important anniversaries for the Danish 

LGBTQI+ movement which we want 

to highlight and #YouAreIncluded in 

this celebration:

• 70th anniversary: The world’s 

first successful genital recon-

structive surgery was per-

formed in Denmark in 1951.

• 50th anniversary: A Danish 

chapter of the Gay Liberation 

Front was founded in 1971

• 40th anniversary: Denmark uni-

laterally removed homosexual-

ity from the list of mental ill-

nesses in 1981

• 25th anniversary: The first Co-

penhagen Pride was cele-

brated in 1996, the same year 

that Copenhagen hosted Euro-

Pride

• 15th anniversary: Danish lesbi-

ans, bisexual women and sin-

gle women obtained the right 

to assisted reproduction in 2006



COPENHAGEN

We are excited to see you in 

this wonderful city where 

#YouAreIncluded

WELCOME 

TO OUR CITY
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Copenhagen is the capital of Denmark, the happiest 

country in the world according to the 2016 World 

Happiness Report. But Copenhagen is also the cul-

tural dynamo of the North. With thousands of experi-

ences to explore, fabulous facilities and a welcoming 

and open atmosphere, it is no wonder that Copen-

hagen attracts an array of international events. 

PROGRESSIVE AND LGBTQI+ FRIENDLY

Copenhagen has always been a progressive city at 

the forefront of LGBTQI+ inclusivity. The city has a vi-

brant and diverse LGBTQI+ community, but it also 

provides something much more important for its 

LGBTQI+ citizens and visitors: A sense of belonging, no 

matter who you are or who you love. 

Copenhageners carry incredibly liberal attitudes to-

wards LGBTQI+ people and with approx. 300,000 

people celebrating Copenhagen Pride in 2016, 

there’s every possibility that the people you meet on 

the street have been out protesting for your rights as 

an LGBTQI+ individual and celebrating all of our 

shared diversity.  

Come WorldPride in Copenhagen, hundreds of thou-

sands of people will not only march in the parade 

and cheer you on from the streets – just as many 

people will watch from their windows, wave the col-

ors of the rainbow and blow you kisses as the parade 

meanders its way through the cobbled streets of Co-

penhagen. 

IN 2014, COPENHAGEN WAS NAMED 

THE MOST LGBTQI+-FRIENDLY PLACE 

ON THE PLANET, PRAISED FOR ITS TOL-

ERANCE AND OPENNESS 

Lonely Planet, the largest publisher of travel guide books in the world

The City Council in Copenhagen is a strong ally of 

the LGBTQI+ community. The Lord Mayor of Copen-

hagen has marched in the parade every year since 

he was elected, and he has been a vocal champion 

of pride parades in other countries. In 2016, he wrote 

an open letter to the governor of Istanbul to voice his 

concerns about the cancellation of Istanbul Pride. In 

2013 and 2015, he wrote open letters to the mayor of 

Vilnius to support the Baltic Pride marching through 

downtown Vilnius. 

Worth mentioning is how easy it is for foreign same-

sex couples to get married here! Denmark was the 

first country in the world to legalize same-sex unions in 

1989, and the 25th anniversary of this decision was 

celebrated in 2014 by marrying several same-sex 

couples during the week of Eurovision Song Contest. 

Former U.S. ambassador to Denmark, His Excellency 

Rufus Gifford, married his partner, Dr. Stephen DeVin-

cent, in Copenhagen in 2015 to honor the Danish tra-

dition of LGBTQI+ inclusivity. 

THIS IS COPENHAGEN
A MODERN FAIRYTALE IN THE HAPPIEST COUNTRY ON EARTH. THAT IS COPENHAGEN AND #YOUAREINCLUDED. WE ARE 

EXCITED FOR YOU TO JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE WORLDPRIDE. BUT MAKE SURE YOU INDULGE YOURSELF IN THE HOST OF 

OPPORTUNITIES IN THIS CITY: A VIBRANT NIGHTLIFE, WORLD-CLASS MUSEUMS, PULSATING SHOPPING STREETS, RENOWNED 

ARCHITECTURE, OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD GASTRONOMIC EXPERIENCES AND TOP-NOTCH DESIGN
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WE GOT MARRIED IN THE TOWN HALL 

IN COPENHAGEN BECAUSE IT WAS 

THE LOCATION OF THE FIRST SAME-

SEX CIVIL UNION 

Dr. Stephen DeVincent, husband to former U.S. Ambassador Rufus 

Gifford

TO COPENHAGEN-IZE

In urban planning, this term refers to the process of 

making a city more livable by promoting clean tech-

nologies, connectivity, creative environments, bicy-

cles, sustainability, democratic design and the active 

use of city spaces. Copenhagen embodies all these 

things, and we like to believe this is why Copenhagen 

has often been named among the world’s most liva-

ble cities and was most recently named “The Best 

City to Live In” by Metropolis Magazine in 2016. 

Copenhagen is very environmentally friendly. The city 

offers many green spots, parks and recreative spaces 

for you to enjoy. Copenhageners even swim in the 

harbor in the summer in publicly provided swimming 

facilities – yes, the water is clean enough to do so!

The local government aims to aggressively reduce its 

carbon footprint and become the world’s first car-

bon-neutral capital by 2025. Copenhagen Pride is of 

course supporting this ambition and working to re-

duce its carbon foot print as well and striving to be-

come increasingly sustainable. 

Top-notch bicycle infrastructure is also present all 

over the city – because Copenhageners bike! Noth-

ing is more true than this. While you often see cars 

blocking the roads during rush hour in other cities, in 

Copenhagen you’ll see crowded bicycle lanes with 

busy Copenhageners biking to work during both win-

ter, spring, summer and fall. Copenhagen boasts the 

busiest bicycle lane in the world, used by 36,000 cy-

clists every day and Copenhageners bike 1.36 million 

kilometers daily. In fact, there's more bicycles than 

cars in Copenhagen!

One should always make sure to explore the city on 

two wheels and with bicycles being widely available 

to rent on an hourly/daily/weekly basis there is no ex-

cuse not to join us on the bicycle lanes! Furthermore, 

the City of Copenhagen has placed pay as you go 

City Bikes around the city for you to rent. These have 

built-in GPS and an electric motor that makes biking 

super easy for first-time users. 

OLD TRADITIONS AND MODERN VIBES

The Danish Royal Family dates all the way back to 

935 and is thereby the oldest monarchy in existence. 

This means that ancient castles and palaces are any-

thing but a rare sight in Copenhagen. Copenhagen 

oozes history and reminds one of a modern-day fair-

ytale. 

Even the Royal Family has joined the fight for diversity 

and tolerance. In 2016, Crown Princess Mary spoke at 

the 2016 International Day Against Homophobia and 

Transphobia, and Princess Marie walked in the Co-

penhagen Pride parade as a patron of the Danish 

AIDS Foundation.  

WE MUST BE UNITED IN REJECTING 

ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION ON 

THE GROUNDS OF SEXUAL ORIENTA-

TION OR GENDER IDENTITY

HRH Crown Princess Mary at the opening of the 2016 IDAHOT Forum

But this modern-day fairytale that is Copenhagen 

also offers loads of modern vibes when it comes to 

design, gastronomy, arts and architecture. In recent 

years, Copenhagen has earned quite a reputation 

as a gastronomic capital and the city boasts 29 

Michelin stars and a very interesting restaurant scene 

which attracts both locals as well as international 

foodies. 
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Copenhagen has also become renowned for several 

architectural wonders. The 8 House building won a 

World Architecture Festival award in the Best Housing 

category in 2011 and the Bicycle Snake Bridge from 

2014 has received praise from international media 

such as BBC, Wired and The Guardian. 

The modernized meat-packing district has become a 

focus of attention for hipsters and hang-arounds alike 

as exotic eateries, galleries, independent designers 

and new bars have started to form a vibrant cultural 

hub. 

SAFE AND SECURE

Copenhagen is remarkably safe compared to other 

capitals around the world. 94 pct. of Copenhageners 

feel safe and secure as they walk and bike around 

the clock for work, social gatherings and parties. This 

applies to LGBTQI+ people as well who generally feel 

comfortable displaying affection in public – and dur-

ing Copenhagen Pride, you will most likely be en-

couraged to do so!

DID YOU KNOW: DANES….

• Have been ranked the “happiest people” multiple times and are generally 

both open and trusting – also to strangers and tourists alike 

• Are obsessed with “hygge” – a feeling of coziness and the absence of any-

thing overwhelming, often involving food, drinks and the company of your 

loved ones 

• Are not big on formality but prefer informal social interaction. They are how-

ever also very punctual, even for social events

• Love bicycles! Nine out of ten Danes own a bicycle and nearly 40 pct. of all 

Danish adults go about their daily commute on two wheels 

• Are forthright and can have heated discussions about issues such as politics 

– although they make sure to remain friends and act civil in cases of disa-

greement 

• Are ironic and sarcastic. Humor is an integral part of Danish culture



LOVE
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In Denmark, LGBTQI+ people can live freely and 

openly. Denmark was the first country in the world to 

legalize same-sex unions in 1989 and our politicians 

have continued to be champions of freedom and 

equality, passing legislation to continuously ensure 

the rights of the LGBTQI+ community in Denmark and 

abroad.

DAILY LIFE

No matter whose hand you hold or how you express 

yourself, you can feel at home in Copenhagen. Very 

few places name themselves LGBTQI+ friendly, not 

because LGBTQI+ people are not welcome, but be-

cause Copenhageners see it as undisputable that 

LGBTQI+ people are welcomed with open arms any-

where they want to go. The whole city, not just an iso-

lated so-called LGBTQI+ neighborhood, is ours to use 

and call home. In fact, we like to think of Copenha-

gen as the LGBTQI+ neighborhood of Northern Eu-

rope. 

Where other cities might call on you to spend endless 

time going through LGBTQI+ travel guides and web-

sites to find LGBTQI+ friendly hotels, night clubs, gyms, 

restaurants and shops, in Copenhagen you can go 

into any hotel, any night club, any gym, any restau-

rant and any shop and be exactly who you are with-

out fear of being looked at, yelled at or discriminated 

against – it is this simple: #YouAreIncluded.

THE DANES ARE AN INCREDIBLY LIB-

ERAL SOCIETY AND THEIR PRIDE 

MARCH IN AUGUST EVERY YEAR IS A 

CELEBRATION AND THE CITY TRULY 

COMES ALIVE.

Niall Harbison, lovin.ie

TOLERANT AND OPEN-MINDED

Danes in general have a liberal and relaxed attitude 

towards sex and sexuality, and the common percep-

tion is, that a healthy and guilt-free sexuality is im-

portant for a good life. Consequently, sex education,

incl. a focus on the lives and sexuality of LGBTQI+

people, is compulsory in all schools from the age of 

six and onwards. 

Women bathing topless from Danish beaches is not 

an uncommon sight, and in public shower facilities in 

schools, gyms and swimming pools etc., bathers 

shower nude and together.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Copenhagen is packed with LGBTQI+ activities all 

year round. Copenhagen Pride Week in August is 

something to see! The Danish LGBTQI+ community 

takes over the Copenhagen City Hall Square and 

names it Pride Square where thousands of people 

BEING LGBTQI+                             
IN COPENHAGEN
COPENHAGEN IS AN ENORMOUSLY OPEN-MINDED CITY AND COPENHAGENERS ARE LAID-BACK AND LIBERAL IN THEIR 

ATTITUDES. THIS IS PROBABLY WHY COPENHAGEN WAS NAMED THE MOST LGBTQI+ FRIENDLY PLACE ON EARTH BY LONELY 

PLANET IN 2014. 
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come together for debates and concerts, epitomiz-

ing in the pride parade marching through the city, 

wrapping it all up in a huge party. All events are free 

of charge and sign interpreted for the hearing im-

paired. 

October brings the annual Copenhagen MIX film fes-

tival, screening films that seek to explore various 

forms of sexuality, gender identity and affects the on-

going gender debate. Copenhagen MIX is one of 

the oldest annual LGBTQI+ film festivals in the world 

and each year more than 12,000 people attend the 

screenings and events.

In February, Winter Pride Week takes place and offers 

several interesting and free debate events to raise 

awareness about LGBTQI+ issues and to educate the 

general public. In 2017, a debate on homophobia in 

soccer led to the Danish Soccer Players’ Association 

launching a national campaign to promote equality 

and diversity in soccer.  

Each year in May, several debates and events mark 

the week leading up to IDAHOT. In 2016, the forum 

was opened by Crown Princess Mary who gave a 

fierce speech about the need to unify in the fight 

against homophobia and transphobia.

NIGHTLIFE 

Copenhagen is home to a vibrating LGBTQI+ night-

life. We have bars and clubs for people of all letters 

of the acronym. On any given Friday and Saturday 

(oh well, and all other nights of the week), you’ll find 

people of all ages and backgrounds making their 

way to the medieval city center for a night out. 

Being the oldest gay bar in Europe, Centralhjørnet is 

a chance not to be missed. The bar flung open its 

doors in 1917, and since then Centralhjørnet has em-

bodied the idea of Danish ‘hygge’ with live perfor-

mances, drag shows and jazz sessions. Other down-

to-earth bars include My Fair Ladies with their weekly 

karaoke nights, Masken Bar as the perfect place to 

go for a round of shots, Oscar Bar Café offering both 

food, beers and DJs and Vela as the place for 

women in our community to have a good time and 

perhaps a foosball tournament? Bøssehuset in Christi-

ania is the perfect place to go for a queer concert or 

a musical performance, Amigo Bar is a typical Danish 

pub boasting itself as LGBTQI+ friendly and Café In-

time offers a glimpse into a 1920s bar with live music 

performances. 

If you’re more into clubbing and dancing, Cosy Bar, 

G*A*Y Copenhagen and Never Mind Night Club are 

the places to go with crowded and pulsating dance-

floors and beats pumping from the speakers. These 

places bring all kinds of people together for parties 

that will often last until the very early hours. 

Kiss Kiss Bear Bar caters to a more bear-ish crowd, 

Jailhouse CPH features bartenders wearing police 

uniforms and SLM and Men’s Bar attract the more 

kink and fetish-oriented men. 

Most of these places are centered around the street 

Studiestræde, so it’s easy to get from one place to 

another and explore all the various venues that cater 

to the LGBTQI+ community. 

Throughout the year, there’s also a lot of pop-up par-

ties in the LGBTQI+ community such as POPism, Fe-

male Oxygen, Lez, Harem CPH, Guldminen and 

Mainstream. These parties will often be more club-like 

and focus on various parts of our community; POPism 

attracting more men, Female Oxygen appealing 

more to a female crowd and Guldminen going more 

for the queers. The organization Sabaah arranges 

parties mostly focused on LGBTQI+ people from eth-

nic minority groups, while T-Lounge has hosted trans 

and third gender parties. The annual Distortion street 

party taking over all the various neighborhoods of 

Copenhagen during a five days in June also features 

the Gaystortion party with live performances, several 

DJs and drag queens , inviting happy Copenha-

geners to take over the streets and party all evening. 

We hope to be able to include all of these party 

planners and venues in our celebration of WorldPride 

in 2021 to deliver an exciting array of parties, cater-

ing to all segments and letters of our community. 
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DATING AND CRUISING

Denmark also was the first country in the world to le-

galize porn in 1969, and Danes are often considered 

to be quite sexually emancipated. Dating apps are 

widely used and Copenhagen is home to a few sex 

clubs and some popular cruising areas. But with free-

dom comes responsibility and although sex in public 

is not illegal in Denmark, we strongly advise you to be 

considerate of other people who may not want to 

witness your escapades. 

We strongly encourage you to practice safe sex, and 

the City of Copenhagen makes condoms easily 

available in bars and clubs throughout the city to fur-

ther encourage a responsible sexual practice.

MOST DANES LIVE BY THE MANTRA: IF 

IT FEELS GOOD AND IT’S NOT HURT-

ING ANYONE ELSE, GO FOR IT.

Helen Russell, Buzzfeed.com

FITNESS AND SPORTS

Pan Idraet, the Copenhagen LGBTQI+ sports associa-

tion, offers a safe and inclusive space for all people, 

regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

The club was founded in 1984, and today Pan Idraet 

has evolved into a vital part of the Danish LGBTQI+

community. The club counts more than 800 members 

and offers more than 25 different sports

POLITICS

Copenhagen is known for an incredibly LGBTQI+

friendly political landscape. In the most recent local 

election, four openly LGBTQI+ people where elected 

as city councillors, and the latest general election led 

to eight openly LGBTQI+ MPs being elected, two of 

which currently serve as ministers in the government. 

Aspiring to public office, coming out doesn’t cause 

political scandal and it does not affect your chances 

of keeping/winning a seat on the City Council nor in 

parliament. In fact, Copenhageners and Danes tend 

to be tremendously uninterested in the sexuality of 

their representatives. 

Maybe this is also why many straight politicians have 

been allies of the LGBTQI+ community and champi-

oned the cause of equality and diversity. For exam-

ple, all seven Copenhagen mayors, a unanimous Co-

penhagen City Council and the whole Danish gov-

ernment are backing this WorldPride bid. 

Several advocacy groups working with LGBTQI+ re-

lated issues also have their headquarters in Copen-

hagen, counting LGBT Denmark, LGBTQI+ Youth, the 

Danish Aids Foundation, Sabaah, Transpolitical Fo-

rum, Humanity in Action, Amnesty International, LGBT

Asylum, Pan Idraet, the Danish Institute for Human 

Rights and the Danish Family Planning Association. 

DID YOU KNOW: 
COPENHAGEN…

• Has a city-sponsored LGBTQI+ 

nursing home. It opened in 

2015

• Is home to Centralhjørnet, Eu-

rope’s oldest gay bar

• Hosted EuroPride in 1996, Euro-

Games in 2003 and World Out-

Games in 2009

• Teaches pupils about diversity 

and LGBTQI+ rights from the 

age of six – this applies to pu-

pils in the rest of Denmark as 

well



 

2021

Copenhagen Pride is celebrating its 

25th anniversary in 2021 and is proudly 

bidding to host WorldPride that year 

for a spectacular event that brings the 

world together in Copenhagen

YOU ARE INCLUDED
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Each year, Copenhagen Pride hosts the annual Co-

penhagen Pride Week in August and Winter Pride in 

February. 

As Denmark’s largest human rights events, Copenha-

gen Pride Week covers six days and features numer-

ous cultural events all over the city, an impressive 

stage show on each night and an extensive debate 

and workshop program covering topics of relevance 

to the LGBTQI+ community.  

With record-shattering attendance in 2016, Copen-

hagen Pride Week is furthermore proud to be to the 

largest festival in all of Copenhagen with: 

• 30,000 people marching in the annual pride 

parade and more than 300,000 attendants 

and spectators over the course of Copenha-

gen Pride Week 

• 115 organizations and companies taking part 

in the pride parade 

• 30 hours of educational sessions, workshops 

and political debates held over the course of 

four days during Copenhagen Pride Week 

• Events on more than 50 days during the year 

of 2016

HISTORY AND PURPOSE
Copenhagen Pride was founded as an organization 

in 1996, when Copenhagen hosted EuroPride. Build-

ing on the legacy of the Christopher Street Day cele-

brations that had taken place since 1978, Copenha-

gen Pride gathered a movement in what has be-

come an annual event – and a platform to cele-

brate diversity, increase visibility and advance equal-

ity in Denmark and abroad. 

Copenhagen Pride is working to influence legislation, 

raise awareness and fight for the rights of LGBTQI+

people. That is why Copenhagen Pride has increas-

ingly taken on the role of an interest group by for ex-

ample championing the cause of transgender and 

intersex rights. Furthermore, Copenhagen Pride has 

built a strong international profile. We have invited 

several LGBTQI+ activists from marginalized commu-

nities around the world to take part in our pride to 

raise awareness about the human rights violations of 

LGBTQI+ people in other countries. 

PUBLIC SUPPORT
Copenhagen Pride enjoys widespread public sup-

port. This is demonstrated by most political parties 

and many influential politicians and community lead-

ers marching in the annual pride. 

Since 2012, different prime ministers have marched in 

the parade and the current center-right government 

has been vocal in their support for this World Pride 

bid. 

Furthermore, Princess Marie marched in 2016, making 

Denmark the first country in the world to have royal 

representation at a pride parade. 

BIDDING ORGANIZATION

COPENHAGEN PRIDE IS BIDDING TO HOST WORLDPRIDE IN 2021. A PROFESSIONALLY-STAFFED OFFICE OF THREE PEOPLE 

WORKING FULL-TIME ON THIS PROJECT HAS ALREADY BEEN SET UP TO FACILITATE THE PROCESS, WE ARE CONSULTING WITH 

EXTERNAL ADVISORS ON MATTERS OF INCLUSIVITY – AND WE ARE EXCITED TO HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF ALL SEVEN

MAYORS OF COPENHAGEN AND THE DANISH GOVERNMENT
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IT’S WONDERFUL TO SEE THE PARADE 

GROWING. MORE PEOPLE ARE 

MARCHING ALONG. I’M EXCITED 

ABOUT DENMARK POSSIBLY HOSTING 

WORLDPRIDE IN 2021. I HOPE WE 

SUCCEED.

Mr. Lars Løkke Rasmussen, prime minister of Denmark, when he 

marched in the Copenhagen Pride parade in 2016

LEGAL STATUS AND STRUCTURE
Copenhagen Pride is registered as a ‘member based 

association’ by Danish authorities. A member is an in-

dividual person who has paid the membership fee or 

an individual person who has committed at least 12 

hours of volunteer work for Copenhagen Pride during 

the latest fiscal year. 

The board of Copenhagen Pride consists of seven 

people: A chairperson, a vice chairperson, a secre-

tary, a treasurer and three ordinary board members. 

The chairperson is elected by the Annual General As-

sembly and serves a two-year term with reelection

permitted. Each year, the Annual General Assembly 

elects half of the board for a two-year term, thus en-

suring continuity. The Annual General Assembly is the 

highest authority and comprises all members of Co-

penhagen Pride. Furthermore, Copenhagen Pride 

engages several so-called super volunteers with pro-

fessional experience in the fields of communications, 

logistics, accounting, fundraising etc.  

KEY STAFF
To make WorldPride in Copenhagen a success, three 

people are already working full-time to make this 

event a reality. 

This team brings skills in HR and financial manage-

ment, wide-ranging experience in organizing pride 

parades, knowledge of the international LGBTQI+

pride movement, strong skills in campaign and social 

media management as well as lobbying experience 

to the table. 

In the following sections, we will use the terms MI, FI 

and NB as acronyms of male-identified, female-iden-

tified and non-binary. 

LARS HENRIKSEN

Chairperson of Copenhagen 

Pride since 2013, regional direc-

tor of InterPride region 11, chair 

of EPOA’s bylaws committee 

and member of the Copenha-

gen Lord Mayor’s culture net-

work.

(MI)

Lars Christian Østergreen

Ten years of employment in the 

City of Copenhagen, proven HR 

skills after managing a staff of 55 

people and extensive expertise 

in financial management. 

(MI)

MARTIN XAVER DOVER

Campaign manager of two suc-

cessful political campaigns, 

strong results in social media 

management and digital fund-

raising and experience in en-

gaging and influencing deci-

sion-makers.

(MI)
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SPECIAL CONSULTANTS

As we want WorldPride in Copenhagen to truly live 

up to its creed, that #YouAreIncluded, 

we have joined forces with several activists from the 

Danish LGBTQI+ community to form advisory commit-

tees that will consult with us regarding the inclusion, 

representation and visibility of people who are inter-

sex, transgender, asexual, lesbian and bisexual. These 

committees will serve to elevate the agendas of 

these segments of our community and increase their 

visibility in our event.

INTERSEX COMMITTEE

Stephanie Toft

(FI) 

INTERSEX COMMITTEE

Inge Toft Thapprakhon

(FI)

ASEXUAL COMMITTEE

Martin Spangsbro-Peder-

sen

(MI)

ASEXUAL COMMITTEE

Astrid Haugaard Eriksen

(FI)

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

Kirstine Rom

(FI)

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

Maria E. Jensen

(FI)

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

Annie Worsøe

(FI)

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE

Susanne Branner Jesper-

sen

(FI)

TRANSGENDER

COMMITTEE

Mark Nielsen

(MI)

TRANSGENDER

COMMITTEE

Laura Mølgaard Tams

(FI)

TRANSGENDER

COMMITTEE

Alice Minor

(FI)

TRANSGENDER 

COMMITTEE

Niels Jansen

(MI)

INTERSECTIONAL 

COMMITTEE

Fahad Saeed

(MI)

INTERSECTIONAL 

COMMITTEE

Moeisha Aden

(FI)

INTERSECTIONAL 

COMMITTEE

Natasha Al-Hariri

(FI)

CONTACT INFO
AND BOARD
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WorldPride in Copenhagen will be a rainbow-colored 

pride party that will exceed your expectations. We 

plan for a busy eleven days of events bringing you 

arts exhibitions, music performances, VIP receptions,

human rights debates, sporting events and out-of-

this-world parties.  

MILESTONES AND ANNIVERSARIES 

2021 marks a significant year in Danish LGBTQI+ his-

tory. WorldPride in Copenhagen will be the celebra-

tion of no less than five anniversaries: 

• 70th anniversary: The world’s first successful 

genital reconstructive surgery was performed 

in Denmark in 1951 

• 50th anniversary: A Danish chapter of the 

Gay Liberation Front was founded in 1971 

• 40th anniversary: Denmark unilaterally re-

moved homosexuality from the list of mental 

illnesses in 1981

• 25th anniversary: The first Copenhagen Pride 

was celebrated in 1996, the same year that 

Copenhagen hosted EuroPride

• 15th anniversary: Danish lesbians obtained 

the right to assisted reproduction in 2006

PRIDE HOUSE 

The Palads movie theatre has been selected as our 

prospective Pride House. As a colorful landmark, this 

building will be perfect as the beating heart of 

WorldPride in Copenhagen. 

Palads has an impressive entrance hall and registra-

tion facilities to welcome all participants, a spacious 

underground nightclub to host awesome pride par-

ties and seventeen rooms of various sizes to be used 

for our human rights conference and movie screen-

ings. As Palads is a truly unique setting in the center 

of Copenhagen, it is the obvious choice as our Pride 

House. 

Palads will serve as a registration and information hub 

throughout the celebration of WorldPride, and we 

also plan for it to host a human rights conference fo-

cusing on topics of general LGBTQI+ importance 

while also covering issues relevant the various parts of 

our community such as rainbow family issues, trans 

rights and queer activism. Other thematic tracks will 

of course be included and emerging issues will be 

considered as we get closer to 2021. In the case that 

some issues stand out as particularly relevant, it will 

be set up thematic one-day conferences running ei-

ther parallel with, before or after the human rights 

conference. We also plan for Palads to host a sports 

leader conference with a specific focus on combat-

ing homophobia, biphobia and transphobia in sports. 

Palads will also serve as a cultural centre with an ex-

hibition area and in the evenings, the seventeen cin-

emas will screen various movies in collaboration with 

relevant partners and film festivals. 

WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN 

THERE ARE MANY REASONS TO CELEBRATE WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN AND WE HAVE SO MANY THINGS TO OFFER. 

THIS WILL BE AN EXTRAORDINARY EVENT THAT WILL FOREVER ALTER YOUR PERCEPTION OF PRIDE AND INVITE YOU ON A 

TRANSFORMATIVE JOURNEY THROUGH LGBTQI+ HISTORY AND CULTURE.
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In the underground nightclub, it is possible to host a 

series of spectacular theme parties throughout the 

festival, thus maintaining a Pride House buzzing with 

activity at all hours of the day or night. 

Indeed, this Pride House will be the heart and soul of 

WorldPride in Copenhagen.

PRIDE MILE

Copenhagen has one of Europe’s longest shopping 

streets. With all the well-known high street stores and 

expensive brands, Strøget has all you could wish for. 

We envision this street as a Pride Mile with rainbow 

colors and flags leading people from one end of the 

street to our Pride Square rainbow village. We hope 

to partner with the various stores to have them deco-

rate their windows so that all customers become a 

part of WorldPride.

RAINBOW VILLAGES 

WorldPride in Copenhagen will seek to alter the DNA 

of Copenhagen and shake each participant’s per-

ception of pride by setting up not just one, but sev-

eral Rainbow Villages all over the city. Examples are: 

Democracy 1:1

Outside the Pride House, we envision a democracy 

village, where topics from the human rights confer-

ence and the sports leader conference are debated 

freely with the public to raise awareness and encour-

age dialogue. 

With this initiative, we hope to be able to showcase 

the unique Scandinavian model for free and horizon-

tal political debates. Modelled on the People's Politi-

cal Festival in Denmark and all the other

democracy festivals taking place all over Scandina-

via every summer, we aim to engage NGOs, civil 

servants, academics, high-profile decision-makers, 

activists and ordinary citizens from all over the world 

in a free exchange of views and ideas. 

We also expect this village to present an array of 

food vendors who will not only cater to the various 

human rights conferences, but also to the Democ-

racy 1:1 Village and serve food from all corners of the 

world in an open air, street food setting.

Pride Square

The traditional Copenhagen Pride Square will of 

course emerge on the City Hall Square as an impres-

sive Rainbow Village. LGBTQI+ organizations and 

NGOs from all over the world will line the square and 

invite by-passers and spectators to learn more about 

their work, take part in global calls-to-action and get 

to know more about what Copenhagen has to offer 

the global LGBTQI+ community. The Pride Square will 

also serve as an exciting and pulsating backdrop to 

five days of open air, free of charge shows and other 

cultural events taking place from late afternoon and 

into the night.

OPENING CEREMONY

Our vision is to host a spectacular beach party-style 

opening ceremony at Ofelia Plads, approx. 50 yards 

from the residence of the Royal Family. Set on the 

harbor front at the end of Nyhavn, Ofelia Plads is a 

square between sky and sea and an astonishing set-

ting to welcome people to WorldPride in Copenha-

gen.
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We hope to gather all delegations for a pre-opening 

ceremony reception at the Royal Opera House, from 

where we plan to take all participants across the har-

bor by boat. The boats will then be moored and all 

participants will set foot on the sand-covered Ofelia 

Plads to walk the red carpet up to and across the 

stage, where they are greeted by a cheering crowd.

The stage will be the epicenter of this huge Danish 

style beach party extravaganza with an array of art-

ists and DJs performing and prominent speakers wel-

coming people to Copenhagen. 

Beach chairs and sun beds will be placed along the 

pier and grass-covered green spots will feature food 

trucks, bars and information hubs. During the opening 

ceremony, visitors and Copenhageners are invited to 

frolic in the sand and enjoy a dip in the clean sea 

water surrounding Ofelia Plads on three sides.

Yes, we will even encourage participants to go for a 

swim as we plan for one of our bars to be floating on 

the water a few yards away from the pier!

When the music fades at midnight, we invite all par-

ticipants to join us one floor below ground, where the 

giant parking house underneath Ofelia Plads will be 

the rough and metropolitan setting for an amazing 

continuation of the festivities.

Attendees: 10,000+

Time and date: 4PM-5AM, August 13

HUMAN RIGHTS MANIFESTATION 

The WorldPride march in Copenhagen will be an 

enormous human rights manifestation. It will attract 

tens of thousands of people and hundreds of thou-

sands of spectators. What is truly unique about the 

Copenhagen Pride parade is that there is no fencing 

along the route, meaning that spectators can chose 

to join the parade as it makes its way through the 

city. Indeed, Copenhagen Pride opens its arm to 

everyone. It creates a truly ecstatic dynamic to be 

part of a parade that increases as more and more 

people blend in for the party to grow bigger and big-

ger. The inclusivity of Copenhagen is furthermore ex-

perienced by the thousands of people who spend 

an afternoon in their windowsills and on their balco-

nies, blowing kisses and waving rainbow flags at the 

parade.

We want every participant at WorldPride in Copen-

hagen to experience this in our human rights mani-

festation as we celebrate diversity and love. Citizens 

will be walking side by side with global decision-mak-

ers, celebrities, advocates, organizations and com-

panies in a resounding call for equality in all parts of 

the world. This manifestation will truly and without a 

doubt be the epitome of #YouAreIncluded. 

Attendees: +60,000 marchers and +500,000 specta-

tors

Time and date: 1PM-4PM, August 21

CLOSING CEREMONY 

As is tradition for Copenhagen Pride, the closing cer-

emony will take place on the city’s most prestigious 

square – right under the gilded sculpture of Bishop 

Absalon, who founded Copenhagen in the 10th cen-

tury and overlooks the entire heart of the city from 

the impressive Copenhagen City Hall. 

The Rainbow Village on Pride Square will have been

partially dismantled to accommodate an even 

larger audience, and we plan a stage show that will 

blow people’s minds. Starting at 4PM and lasting all 

night, the closing ceremony will have its grand finale 

with the world-famous Tivoli Garden fireworks at mid-

night. 

In line with the Copenhagen Pride tradition, we en-

courage the whole city to join in and transform the 

medieval streets adjoining the City Hall Square into 

lavish, raunchy street parties, with loads of happy 

people enjoying themselves and having a good time 

as pop-up stages offer an array of endless perfor-

mances in the middle of the streets.  

As the party at Pride Square comes to an end, the 

closing ceremony will continue as an extravagant in-

door closing party which will feature some of the best 

DJs and club artists from all over the globe. 

Attendees: +30,000

Time and date: 4PM-5AM, August 21
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VIP RECEPTIONS 

WorldPride in Copenhagen will bring together thou-

sands of prominent people from the global LGBTQI+

community. To ensure opportunities for networking, 

we plan to host receptions to bring decision-makers, 

activists, community leaders, researchers and philan-

thropists together for them to discuss LGBTQI+ issues in 

less formal settings. Presently, three major VIP recep-

tions are envisioned:

A reception at Marienborg, the official residency of 

the Danish prime minister. The reception will be 

hosted by the Danish Government. 

Attendance: 300

A reception at the Copenhagen City Hall. The recep-

tion will be hosted by the Copenhagen City Council 

under the leadership of the Lord Mayor.  

Attendance: 350

A reception at the Copenhagen Stock Exchange, 

built by Christian IV in the 1620s. The stock exchange 

with its impressive spire of four dragon tails, right next 

to the Danish parliament, provides a unique setting 

for the reception hosted by the organizing commit-

tee behind WorldPride. 

Attendance: 400

PARTIES 

Pride Square will feature open air, free of charge 

stage shows every night, but as we have to close 

down around midnight, the attendees will venture 

out to experience the vibrant nightlife of Copenha-

gen and every night will sport its own official 

WorldPride signature party in different, exciting and 

surprising venues. Each of these parties should be 

able to accommodate up to 2,000 attendees. We 

are contemplating several venues such as the Tivoli 

Gardens, Christiania, the Copenhagen harbor bath, 

the docks by the Danish Maritime Museum, Ørsted-

sparken (the historically most renowned cruising area 

in Copenhagen) and many others. 

In addition, we plan to partner with a vast number of 

pop-up party organizers to create smaller theme-

based parties. These will be aimed at specific groups 

in our community such as women, trans people and 

queers and non-alcoholic youth parties, pool parties 

etc. or be based on specific interests or fetiches such 

as leather, bears, sportswear and so on. Limits set 

only by the imagination. 

KIDS-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES

Since Copenhagen is known to be a family-friendly 

city, we are looking at ways to make sure that those 

travelling with their kids have fun and kids-friendly ac-

tivities at their disposal. Copenhagen Pride has good 

relations with Tivoli and Copenhagen Zoo, so it come 

natural to organize rainbow family inclusive events 

with these. As Copenhagen have several staffed 

playgrounds, these could serve as the venue for rain-

bow family play dates.

CULTURAL EVENTS 

We plan for cultural events to take place all over the 

city. We are already talking to some of the largest 

cultural institutions in Greater Copenhagen about 

their involvement in WorldPride, and we have been 

pleasantly surprised to see the amount of interest 

from The Danish National Museum, The National Gal-

lery, The Royal Theatre, The Royal Opera, The Royal 

Ballet, The Copenhagen City Museum, The New 

Carlsberg Glyptotek, Thorvaldsens Museum, Kunsthal 

Charlottenborg, The Danish Maritime Museum, the 

Hamlet Stage at Kronborg and many others. 
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We expect that most cultural institutions, theatres, 

galleries, parks and tourist sites in and around Greater 

Copenhagen will become an integrated part of the 

event and thereby help us ensure, that WorldPride in 

Copenhagen is indeed WorldPride in the ENTIRE city. 

Whoever you are, where ever you live, whatever you 

do during WorldPride, #YouAreIncluded.

In addition, we plan to invite artists from all over the 

world to exhibit and showcase their work in Copen-

hagen. We envision international theatres performing 

in the streets and parks of the city, bands and per-

formers at every turn you make and parks and 

bridges turned into cozy venues at which to hang out 

Copenhagen style. 

All the major festivals of Copenhagen will be invited 

to join in. With the close collaboration between all 

festival organizers in Copenhagen, we have no 

doubt that they will see this as a unique opportunity 

to showcase their festivals! Hopefully, they will induce 

in WorldPride participants a desire to return to Co-

penhagen for Distortion, Copenhagen Cooking, Frost 

Festival, Strøm, Copenhagen Jazz Festival, Copenha-

gen Opera Festival, Copenhagen MIX, PIX and DOX 

and all the other festivals that each year turn Copen-

hagen into one of the most exciting and diverse cul-

tural hubs of the world. Hosting WorldPride in Copen-

hagen, we will strive to ensure representation and vis-

ibility among the artists and performers taking part in 

this event.

As a special legacy, we want to ask artists to interpret 

the spirit of WorldPride in Copenhagen in their art 

and to collect these works in an attractive coffee ta-

ble book for participants to take home as a souvenir 

and a reminder of what was accomplished during 

WorldPride in Copenhagen in 2021. We are also ex-

ploring ways to utilize new and emerging technolo-

gies to encapsulate the feeling of WorldPride in Co-

penhagen in for example virtual reality videos to be 

used in teaching materials and capacity building 

workshops for LGBTQI+ activists. 

SPORTING EVENTS 

Sports will be an integrated part of this event as Pan 

Idraet, the Copenhagen LGBTQI+ sports club is bid-

ding to host EuroGames in Copenhagen simultane-

ously with WorldPride. 

Copenhagen Pride and Pan Idraet have a long his-

tory of close collaboration and have already worked 

together for the past three years to unite WorldPride 

and EuroGames in a collaborate celebration 2021. 

The two events will not just be parallel – they will be 

fully integrated into one another in one spectacular, 

unified event that we call Copenhagen 2021, while 

duly respecting the individual identity of both events. 

EuroGames 2021 will feature +25 different sports and 

work to attract both elite athletes and amateurs of all 

letters of the acronym and from all over the world. In 

addition to the regular and recognized tournaments 

of EuroGames, we wish to host a selection of popular 

sporting events open to all such as Drag Olympics, 

roller-skating through the city, bicycle workshops, ski-

ing on the Copenhagen ski slope and rainbow family 

sports.



TALKS AND 
DEBATES
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With high-profile speakers, workshops, presentations, 

panel discussions and open debates, our human 

rights conference will shed a light on the struggles 

faced by LGBTQI+people and serve to educate de-

cision-makers and the public to increase understand-

ing and unite our community and allies in a global 

call to action.

HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE

Our human rights conference will cover the many 

sides and nuances of LGBTQI+ life. The conference 

will pick up the baton from Madrid and New York to 

assess the progress being made around the world 

and discuss how to move forward as a global com-

munity. As we partner with various international and 

Danish LGBTQI+ organizations, issues to be covered in 

this conference could include LGBTQI+ workplace 

and housing discrimination, research into the health 

and well-being of LGBTQI+ people, persecution and 

criminalization of LGBTQI+ people in the global south, 

LGBTQI+ rights advocacy at the UN etc. 

Furthermore, the conference will also include sessions 

where participants will learn how to use tools such as 

norm criticism to highlight and question norms and 

privileges, and how to apply an intersectional analy-

sis to gain an understanding of how configurations 

and intensity of oppression may vary. 

The conference would of course include plenary ses-

sions and speeches to cover issues of general im-

portance, but smaller workshop and training sessions 

would also be included to cater to the different 

needs and wishes that people from various parts of 

the world and our community may have.

Parts of the human rights conference would also be 

open to the public and we envision that some of the 

more educational and informative sessions might be 

repeated on the Democracy 1:1 Rainbow Village for 

the public to take part. Copenhagen Pride has had 

an extensive debate program in the Human Rights 

Tent for years, and we imagine a similar concept to 

be developed for panel discussions and debates to 

be held outside of the conference sessions to invite 

Copenhageners and visitors to participate. 

The human rights conference will feature various ed-

ucational tracks to cater to participants’ different in-

terests and professions. Educational tracks will in-

clude, but not be limited to, rainbow family issues, 

transgender rights and queer activism. All parts of the 

human rights conference will feature translation for 

the hearing impaired.

SPORTS LEADER CONFERENCE

As we plan to host EuroGames and WorldPride at the 

same time, we also plan to host a Sports Leader Con-

ference focusing on empowering the LGBTQI+ clubs 

around the world and the inclusion of LGBTQI+ peo-

ple in sports. 

HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM

WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN WILL FEATURE AN AMBITIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM, BUILDING ON THE LEGACY OF 

WORLDPRIDE IN MADRID AND STONEWALL 50 TO PUSH OUR AGENDA OF EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY FORWARD
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Collaborating with important stakeholders such as 

the organization Athlete Ally, European Gay & Les-

bian Sport Federation and the Danish Gymnastics 

and Sports Association, we want to give athletes and 

coaches of all ages and all sports, recreational and 

competitive, the knowledge and tools necessary to 

effectively combat discrimination on their teams and 

in professional leagues. 

The aim is to strengthen the LGBTQI+ sports clubs of 

the world, and open sports to even more openly 

LGBTQI+ athletes and foster a more inclusive athletic 

community for all.

OUTREACH PROGRAM 

Since we are striving to make WorldPride in Copen-

hagen nothing less than truly inclusive and truly 

global, it comes natural for us to look at ways to bring 

people from marginalized communities to Copenha-

gen for the celebration of this event. 

We want to establish an outreach program of ap-

prox. €1 million to accommodate the participation of 

pride organizers, LGBTQI+ activists and athletes from 

around the world who would not be able to afford 

this by themselves. Funds will be provided according 

to ILGA standards. We will partner with philanthropic 

foundations to raise these funds as well as experi-

ment with grassroots fundraising and crowdfunding 

methods. Participants are also encouraged to do-

nate a solidarity fee when registering for WorldPride 

2021.

WHAT IS MY PRIDE?

As part of the legacy of Copenhagen 2021, we plan 

to develop an educational program that should in-

volve school children in 6th to 8th grade all over 

Greater Copenhagen. The program should run in 

April and May prior to WorldPride to inform and pre-

pare the students for WorldPride, raise their under-

standing for pride and create small pride ambassa-

dors all over the region. 

We perceive the LGBTQI+ movement as an integral 

part of the history of the popular movements in Den-

mark, where unity means strength. The LGBTQI+ com-

Students will become conscious of themselves in the 

tale of the LGBTQI+ movement and should end up 

posing themselves the question: What is MY pride?

Then they write slogans, create picket signs and or-

ganize small pride parades in the streets to insist on 

their right to individuality. This will educate them to 

stand up for not only their own rights, but for others’ 

rights as well. Indeed, they will all be small pride am-

bassadors.

strength, unity, involvement in society and equality. 

We find this narrative ideal in the larger context of 

anti-bullying and inclusion in schools and classrooms.

munity has managed to elevate itself from discrimi-

nation, legal bans, government abuse, stigmatiza-

tion, invisibility and persecution up into a narrative of 



CHANGE 
OUR WORLD

Honouring our past, leading the 

way to our future. WorldPride in 

Copenhagen will be a milestone in our 

modern fight for LGBTQI+ equality
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A RAINBOW-COLORED TRAILBLAZER

The political consensus on LGBTQI+ rights in Denmark 

is quite unique in a global context. A unanimous vote 

in parliament removed transgender people from the 

list of mental illnesses in 2017, and parliamentarians 

from both sides of the aisle paved the way for equal 

marriage in 2012. 

Furthermore, the Copenhagen City Council has been 

extremely supportive of this event: A unanimous city 

council voted to provide public funding for the bid-

ding process and all seven mayors of Copenhagen 

have expressed their wholehearted support for Co-

penhagen to host WorldPride in 2021. 

When Denmark was the first country in the world to 

legalize same-sex unions in 1989, we became a rain-

bow-colored trailblazer. In the years that have fol-

lowed, Denmark have continued to advance the 

rights of LGBTQI+ people at home as well as push for 

equality and diversity abroad. Denmark is an unapol-

ogetic ally of the international LGBTQI+ community

A TRULY GLOBAL EVENT

We plan an ambitious outreach program that can 

bring LGBTQI+ activists and athletes to Copenhagen 

and let them see what pride is all about: Enhancing 

visibility, speaking up for justice and fighting for 

equality. 

Over the course of an extensive educational pro-

gram, activists will be empowered and learn how to 

run effective non-profits in their home countries by 

building grassroots support, creating change through 

advocacy and service provision, engaging like-

minded stakeholders, raising funds and communi-

cating their message. They will inspire each other and 

pave the way for equality all over the world. 

Denmark has been a staunch supporter of LGBTQI+

rights at a global level. Since Denmark will most likely 

be a member of the UN Human Rights Council in 

2021, hosting WorldPride in Copenhagen will help di-

rect Danish decision-makers’ attention towards the 

discrimination and injustice faced by LGBTQI+ people 

and catapult these issues into global human rights 

discussions as well. 

When Uganda passed the Anti-Homosexuality Act in 

2014, the Danish minister of development coopera-

tion decided to appropriate funds directly to civil so-

ciety organizations rather than the Ugandan govern-

ment. 

Hosting WorldPride in Copenhagen will serve to hold 

Danish decision-makers accountable to their promise 

of continuously promoting LGBTQI+ rights in countries 

where LGBTQI+ people are silenced and criminalized 

by their governments. 

OUR IMPACT
THE IMPACT OF WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN WILL REACH FAR ACROSS THE BORDERS OF DENMARK AS THIS EVENT WILL

NOT ONLY EMPOWER THE GLOBAL LGBTQI+ COMMUNITY, BUT ALSO EMBOLDEN LGBTQI+ ACTIVISTS FROM AROUND THE 

WORLD AND PROVIDE THEM WITH THE TOOLS NECESSARY TO SPARK CHANGE IN COUNTRIES WHERE WE ARE 

MARGINALIZED, SILENCED AND PERSECUTED
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This all comes down to one thing: WorldPride in Co-

penhagen will be truly global in its nature. We want 

this event to go down in history as a milestone in the 

modern fight for LGBTQI+ equality, sparking change 

in all corners of the world and put countries on the 

same path towards equality that Denmark started 

paving decades ago.

REGIONAL POWER BROKERS

As a regional bid backed by all major Scandinavian 

InterPride members, WorldPride in Copenhagen will 

also bring the message of equality and our celebra-

tion of diversity to prides in cities in the rest of Scandi-

navia.

Our ambition is to lay the foundation to a unified 

Scandinavian block that can promote LGBTQI+ rights 

and equality at the heart of international policy pro-

cesses. 

As we look to the future, hosting WorldPride in Co-

penhagen will strengthen the ties between Scandi-

navian countries to also encompass the important is-

sue of LGBTQI+ rights and all three will work together 

to combat bigotry and intolerance in international 

negotiations.

BUILDING BRIDGES

WorldPride in Copenhagen will be all about building 

bridges in our international LGBTQI+ community. Co-

penhagen Pride enjoys widespread public and politi-

cal support, but that may not be the case in coun-

tries where LGBTQI+ people face persecution and

discrimination. 

We want to create a platform for pride organizers to 

share knowledge and inspire each other.

HIGH-LEVEL AND DOWN TO EARTH

Furthermore, Denmark has a long-standing tradition 

of bringing high-level talks behind closed doors out 

into the light. So, while we seek to influence decision-

makers in Denmark and abroad, we will focus just as 

much on inviting Copenhageners and people from 

all over the world into this event. 

We will raise awareness among the general public to 

change the hearts and minds of those not yet toler-

ant of the LGBTQI+ community. 

We will educate our straight allies to become cham-

pions and advocates. 

WorldPride in Copenhagen will not be just another 

LGBTQI+ event for LGBTQI+ people. It will be an inclu-

sive event that brings people of all letters of the acro-

nym together, challenges stereotypes of all kinds and 

empowers people from all backgrounds. As Copen-

hagen Pride has been growing and seeing an in-

crease in public support over the years, this will be a 

celebration of diversity that fills the streets of Copen-

hagen and extends the unique feeling of pride far 

beyond the LGBTQI+ community. Because we know 

that bringing people from all walks of life into our 

community is exactly how we make people under-

stand the struggles and barriers that LGBTQI+ people 

face.
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TRAVELLING TO COPENHAGEN

Copenhagen Airport is the largest airport in Scandi-

navia. Non-stop flights from 157 international destina-

tions and more than 4,000 weekly departures, makes 

Copenhagen easy to access from all continents. 

More than 70 airlines have flights to Copenhagen, in-

cluding major carriers such as SAS, British Airways, 

Turkish Airlines, Emirates, Icelandair, KLM and Air Can-

ada. But as we get closer to hosting WorldPride in 

2021, this will expand greatly since a major expansion 

of the airport is underway. 

Budget-friendly flights 

In 2010, Copenhagen Airport opened a terminal ex-

clusively for budget-friendly carriers, and today more 

than 10% of the airlines operating in Copenhagen 

Airport are budget airlines. These serve several Euro-

pean destinations and numerous destinations over-

seas such as New York, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Or-

lando and San Francisco. 

Getting to the city

The last leg of your travel will be incredibly easy as 

Copenhagen Airport has a metro station and a train 

station just below the arrival hall. The metro will take 

you from the airport to the city center in just 13 

minutes. Several bus lines run from the airport to the 

city center. 

Taking a taxi from the airport to the city is also easy as 

the taxis pick up passengers right by the arrivals area. 

UNLIKE OTHER COUNTRIES WHERE 

YOU WILL HAVE TO MAKE AN EFFORT 

TO SPEAK TO LOCALS IN THEIR LAN-

GUAGE YOU'LL FIND MOST DANES 

SPEAK BETTER ENGLISH THAN YOU DO 

YOURSELF!

Niall Harbison, lovin.ie

Car rental companies at Copenhagen Airport in-

clude Avis, Europcar, Budget, Hertz, Sixt and Enter-

prise. 

AROUND COPENHAGEN

Thanks to its compact scale and extensive pave-

ments, street crossings and pedestrian zones, Copen-

hagen is easy to explore by foot and safe to walk 

around in, day and night. 

Copenhagen offers a well-functioning infrastructure 

with 400 kilometers of bicycle lanes with beautiful 

routes and bridges connecting all parts of the city. If 

you prefer to experience the city on two wheels as 

most locals, it is easy to get a hold of a bike. Most 

bike shops and hotels offer bikes for rent, and some 

hotels even lend bikes to their guests for free. 

The city also hosts an extensive public transportation 

system that connects the various areas of the city 

center as well as the rest of Greater Copenhagen. 

TRANSPORTATION AND SAFETY
COPENHAGEN AIRPORT IS THE MAIN HUB IN SCANDINAVIA AND HAS EASY ACCESS FROM ALL CONTINENTS, AND 

COPENHAGEN IS AN EASILY ACCESSIBLE AND COMPACT CITY, IN WHICH MOST OF THE HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, VENUES, 

SIGHTS AND SHOPS ARE WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF EACH OTHER. THE CITY OFFERS HIGHLY EFFICIENT PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT TO CONNECT ALL PARTS OF THE CITY IN FEW MINUTES.
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You can take the train from the Central Station and 

be in Sweden in 20 minutes. Furthermore, the Copen-

hagen metro is one of the world’s most sophisticated 

urban transportation systems being driverless and in 

service 24/7. The metro will feature 39 stops in 2021, 

covering most areas of Copenhagen. Busses also run 

24/7 and makes it easy to get around in areas not 

being fully covered by metro and train. 

Public transportation is reasonably priced; however, 

we are initiating talks with authorities to be able to of-

fer a free travel pass as part of your WorldPride 2021 

registration. 

Taxis are easy to hail on the street, and all taxis are 

clearly licensed and operate at fixed mileage rates.

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Copenhagen is quite accessible for people with disa-

bilities, whether they have limb impairments or may 

need the service of a wheelchair. Furthermore, large 

parts of the city have guidance paving as well as 

traffic lights with sound signals to help the visually im-

paired navigate around the city. 

Transportation 

All metro stations are easily accessible and equipped 

with either elevators or lifts. For train services, you can 

call in and make sure that train personnel will be 

ready to assist you in getting on and off the train. 

Most busses have a collapsible slope by the middle 

doors, and all taxis accept collapsible wheelchairs. It 

is also possible to rent minibuses specially designed to 

help wheelchair users. Also, disability bikes are availa-

ble for rent from www.rentyourbikehere.dk.

Accommodation 

Most hotels have facilities for people with disabilities, 

including elevators and lifts. Following is a list of some 

of the hotels, which offer rooms suitable for wheel-

chair users; AC Hotel Bella Sky Copenhagen, Copen-

hagen Marriott Hotel, Hotel D’Angleterre, Radisson 

BLU Royal Hotel, Scandic Copenhagen, Tivoli Hotel 

and WakeUp Copenhagen Borgergade.

Attractions 

Most museums and attractions around the city are 

accessible for wheelchair users 

Further information 

Please visit www.godadgang.dk/gb/main.asp 

(=good access) for further information on which facil-

ities in Copenhagen are suitable for the different im-

pairments.
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HEALTH AND SAFETY

Institute for Economics and Peace named Denmark 

the 2nd most safe and secure travel destination in the 

world in 2016. Of course, there’s always the risk of 

petty crimes such as pickpockets, but there’s no 

need to feel unsafe when making your way around 

the city – in fact, 94% of Copenhageners report feel-

ing safe and secure, and 78% of Danes report that 

they generally trust people that they do not neces-

sarily know.

Should an acute emergency happen, the emer-

gency number is 112. If you need to get in touch with 

local police to report a minor crime, dial 114. Dialing 

these numbers are free of charge. 

Police

Police officers in Denmark are not allowed to ran-

domly frisk people, so should you be the target of 

such acts or racial profiling, make sure you ask for a 

legit ID and are given a specific reason to why the 

officer in question has approached you. With that 

having been said, police in Denmark are friendly and 

police officers walking in the pride parade and pa-

trolling the Pride Square will often wear rainbow flags 

and take part in the celebrations one way or an-

other. If you see them around our venues and events, 

please know that they are only there to help and 

make sure that everything goes well and be ready to 

give them a hug. 

Legal ages

There is no legal drinking age in Denmark, but you 

must be at least 16 years old to buy beers and wine, 

while you have to be at least 18 to be able to buy 

beverages with an alcohol content of 16.5% and 

above and to order alcoholic beverages in bars and 

restaurants. It is legal to drink in public in Denmark, so 

feel free to bring a couple of beers to enjoy by the 

quay of Nyhavn as Copenhageners often do. Ciga-

rettes and tobacco can be purchased by those of 18 

years of age, and while smoking in public is legal, 

smoking in restaurants, bars and trains are is generally 

prohibited, although exceptions may exist with 

smaller bars allowing smoking inside. Although you’ll 

find stands in Christiania more or less openly dealing 

with marijuana, please know that possessing mariju-

ana or any other drugs is illegal.  The age of consent 

in Denmark is 15 for both straight and same-sex rela-

tions. 

Healthcare

Denmark is known around the world for having high-

quality universal health care for all its residents. The 

health care provided for citizens of other EU countries 

will most likely be covered by this public health insur-

ance within the limits agreed upon between your 

country and the Danish authorities. However, as a 

tourist in Denmark, from an EU country or from a non-

EU country, you should always make sure that you 

have adequate health insurance. 

Check with your travel agency or your insurance 

company before departure. In case of sudden illness 

or less serious injuries, dial 1813 to speak to a nurse 

and get information about which hospital to go to for 

a reduced waiting time. You can safely travel to 

Denmark as a person living with HIV as no travel re-

strictions apply to you.
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HOTELS IN COPENHAGEN

Copenhagen’s hotel capacity has expanded by 

more than 50% in the last 10 years, which means that 

the city now has 21,100 rooms to meet every imagi-

nable demand, wallet and taste. Copenhagen offers 

a wide range of international hotel chains, such as 

Hilton, Marriott and Rezidor as well as a number of 

Danish, family-owned chains. 

MORE THAN 70% OF THE HOTELS IN

COPENHAGEN ARE ECO-LABELED 

AND ALL OFFER FREE WI-FI

Visit Copenhagen Press site

Hotels and hostels are spread around Copenhagen, 

though with a larger concentration of hotels in the 

area near Copenhagen Central Train Station as well 

as the area around Kongens Nytorv. 

Both areas are easily connected to Copenhagen Air-

port by metro. 

For cost-conscious travelers

Two very popular budget hotel chains in Copenha-

gen are WakeUp and Cabinn with several hotels in 

different areas of Copenhagen. 

The Cabinn hotel chain has four hotels in Copenha-

gen with a total of 1,347 rooms and offer rooms with 

free wifi, tea and coffee facilities, breakfast restau-

rants and more. Rates from 80 USD incl. VAT, break-

fast and wifi. 

WakeUp has two hotels with a total of 1,008 rooms. 

Modern rooms with free wifi, breakfast restaurant, 

business center and more. Rates from 80 USD incl. 

VAT, breakfast and wifi.

There are many hostels in Copenhagen, including Eu-

rope’s largest design hostel Danhostel Copenhagen 

City, the boutique hostel Generator Hotel, the trendy 

Urban House and many more. Rates from 37 USD incl. 

VAT, breakfast and wifi.

STAYING WITH LOCALS

Should you prefer to stay with local hosts, Airbnb and 

MisterB&B has more than 12,000 listings in Copenha-

gen ranging from luxurious house boats swaying on 

the canals to budget-friendly studios on Nørrebro.

When Copenhagen hosted World OutGames in 2009, 

we also had a lot of Copenhageners opening up 

their homes to international visitors for free

COMMUTING FROM HOTELS TO VENUE

With Copenhagen being a very compact city with 

short distances, you will find that walking is an easy 

way to move around in the city. In addition, the pub-

lic transportation system easily connects the various 

areas of the city by either bus, metro and even by 

harbor busses. In some cases, hotels will also offer you 

to rent a bike, making it easy to get around as the 

Copenhageners prefer; on two wheels with wind in 

your hair.

ACCOMMODATION
COPENHAGEN OFFERS A WIDE VARIETY OF HOTEL ACCOMMODATION RANGING FROM LUXURY 5 STAR HOTELS TO VERY 

AFFORDABLE BUDGET HOTELS AND HOSTELS. WITH MORE THAN 20.000 HOTEL ROOMS IN COPENHAGEN, WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO HAVE YOU STAYING HERE FOR WORLDPRIDE 2021. 
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LGBTQI+ FRIENDLY

As Copenhagen was named the most LGBTQI+-

friendly place on earth by Lonely Planet, you may ex-

pect lots of hotels and hostels to brand themselves as 

explicitly LGBTQI+-friendly when booking your ac-

commodation. However, that is not the case. How 

come? 

Well, all accommodation in Copenhagen will wel-

come you with open arms, no matter which letter of 

the acronym you belong to. The thing is, in Copenha-

gen you don’t necessarily have to wave a rainbow 

to be considered LGBTQI+-friendly. In that sense, we 

like to think of all accommodation in this city to be 

LGBTQI+-friendly. 

Whether two women ask for a double bed or a room 

service breakfast for four people is ordered, you will 

be serviced with a warm smile.

MANY BUSINESSES DO NOT DISTIN-

GUISH BETWEEN GUESTS OF DIFFER-

ENT SEXUALITY AND ENJOYING GAY 

COPENHAGEN LARGELY MEANS EN-

JOYING COPENHAGEN, FULL STOP.

Windy City Travel, 2016

ACCOMMODATION FOR WORLDPRIDE

We are considering various ways to accommodate 

the many visitors that this event will attract. Our ambi-

tion is to partner with the Copenhagen tourism or-

ganization to be able to provide WorldPride partici-

pants with hotel deals covering a range of prices 

and locations.
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HAPPY COPENHAGEN

A decision has been made to set up a subsidiary 

non-profit project organization with the name of 

Happy Copenhagen to facilitate the execution of 

WorldPride 2021. Happy Copenhagen consists of two 

members – Copenhagen Pride and Pan Idraet – with 

both organizations naming an equal number of 

board members. Copenhagen Pride will of course be 

monitoring the WorldPride process closely, ensuring 

the ability of Copenhagen Pride to produce pride 

events in the years leading up to 2021 and after. 

The three people currently working on this event has 

been hired by Happy Copenhagen, and should we 

win the bid to host WorldPride in 2021, this staff will ex-

pand over the years to compose approx. 17 people.

ORGANIZATION

These people will be divided into three sections: 

Communications and Finance, Administration, Event.

Adjustments can of course happen depending on 

various external factors. 

We have already initiated the important process of 

building relations with stakeholders such as politi-

cians, civil servants, foundations and companies to 

make sure that we can raise the funds necessary and 

establish meaningful partnerships with sponsors down 

the road. 

The City of Copenhagen along with the City of Fred-

eriksberg and the Capital Region have already ex-

pressed their support for hosting this event by funding 

our bid and we are presently in the process of negoti-

ating the allocation of funds for the execution of this 

event. This ensure us a financial stability and we are

confident that we can realize a spectacular event.

WHAT IF?

Our organization and scope is built on the vision of 

hosting WorldPride and EuroGames for a unified 

event that we call Copenhagen 2021. Pan Idraet is 

currently writing their official bid to host EuroGames, 

and we assume that the Annual General Meeting of 

the European Gay & Lesbian Sport Federation in 

March 2018 will vote to host EuroGames in Copenha-

gen in 2021. 

However, should Pan Idraet not win this bid, it will still 

be our intention to have a sports event integrated 

into WorldPride in Copenhagen. 

Copenhagen 2021 is a common ambition of Copen-

hagen Pride and Pan Idraet, and Pan Idraet has lots 

of experience organizing international sports events 

such as EuroGames in 2003, World OutGames in 2009 

and their own PanGames in 2014. Therefore, it only 

seems natural to maintain the ambitions put forward 

in this document, even in the unlikely case that Pan 

Idraet does not win their bid to host EuroGames.

BUSINESS PLAN
A PROFESSIONALLY STAFFED SECRETARIAT HAS BEEN SET UP TO PREPARE THIS WORLDPRIDE BID AND INITIATE THE EARLY 

PLANNING. THREE PEOPLE ARE WORKING FULL-TIME TO MAKE SURE THAT WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN BECOMES A 

SUCCESS. IT IS VITAL TO US THAT THE EXECUTION OF WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN EMBRACES PROFESSIONALISM AT ALL 

TIMES.



Page

40  

BUDGET 

The budget presented is an estimate at 2017 rates 

based on projections from other large cultural events 

such as the World OutGames that was hosted in Co-

penhagen in 2009 and the annual Copenhagen 

Pride Week. As we approach 2021, we will of course 

revise this budget accordingly to the circumstances. 

The numbers may seem uneven, but this is due to the 

original budget being made in DKK and then con-

verted into USD. 
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#YOUAREINCLUDED

As our main promise to all participants, “#YouAreIn-

cluded” will be the key message of our marketing. 

No matter who you love, how you present, who you 

are, what you believe, where you’re from – you have 

a place in Greater Copenhagen. And we want to let 

people from all walks of life know that #YouAreIn-

cluded in our sports, parties and debates. As a 

hashtag and tagline, #YouAreIncluded will be fea-

tured in all our campaigns.

TIMELINE 

We have already established a presence on social 

media, decided on a visual identity and slowly be-

gun branding our event in Denmark as well as inter-

nationally. When walking in the Copenhagen Pride 

parade last year, we promoted our bid to host 

WorldPride and we did so during the AGM and pride 

parade in Montpellier as well. Furthermore, the City of 

Copenhagen has chosen to invest in becoming offi-

cial OutCity Partner at the 2017 World OutGames in 

Miami in May and June to brand Copenhagen as an 

LGBTQI+-friendly destination.

However, a full brand roll out is not scheduled before 

2018. To be able to do so, during 2017 we will consoli-

date our presence on social media, reach out to in-

fluencers and potential ambassadors, develop cam-

paign concepts and build relations with national and 

international LGBTQI+ media and journalists in and 

outside the LGBTQI+ community. As we approach 

2021, our marketing efforts will grow exponentially 

with approx. 2,500,000 USD being allocated to these 

efforts covering the years of 2018-2021.

STRATEGY

Basing our strategy on new, old and emerging mar-

keting tactics, we want to reach those people taking 

part in their local and national prides around the 

world. But we also want to reach out to new audi-

ences to live up to our promise of being a truly inclu-

sive and global event.

Digital media 

As an owned platform, social media will play an im-

portant role. Accounts on Facebook, Instagram and 

Twitter have been set up for our Copenhagen 2021 

event and our following on these are growing stead-

ily. Furthermore, a WeChat account has been set up 

to cater to the Chinese LGBTQI+ community. On 

these platforms, we want to publish engaging con-

tent about love, pride, human rights – and of course 

Copenhagen. Our plan is to give people an impres-

sion of the rainbow-colored pride party that will be 

WorldPride in Copenhagen, and through social me-

dia driven campaigns built on personal stories from 

regular and down-to-earth Danes, we want to show-

case just why Copenhagen is such an incredible city. 

Through our use of Twitter, we want to engage par-

ticularly stakeholders such as decision-makers, philan-

thropist, researchers etc. to bring high-profile people 

to our event and boost the call to action coming 

from WorldPride 2021. Also, we have bought relevant 

OUR MESSAGE
WE WILL EMPHASIZE ONE KEY MESSAGE IN OUR MARKETING: #YOUAREINCLUDED. BECAUSE THAT IS THE ESSENCE OF THIS 

EVENT. WE WILL USE A WIDE VARIETY OF TACTICS SUCH AS DIGITAL MEDIA, ADVERTISING, EARNED MEDIA AND EVENT 

PARTNERSHIPS TO MAKE SURE THAT THE WHOLE WORLD GETS TO KNOW ABOUT WORLDPRIDE IN COPENHAGEN.
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online domains and are currently working to set up a 

website for our event. We will continuously monitor 

the social media environment to explore new plat-

forms and new ways to make use of existing plat-

forms.

Online/offline advertising 

Advertising in printed media, online and outdoor will 

mostly be a priority from 2020 and onwards. The ex-

act breakdown of online and offline advertising will 

be determined down the road, but we plan to spend 

approx. 1,000,000 USD on advertising in LGBTQI+ me-

dia all over the world, in mainstream media in Den-

mark and neighboring countries and on outdoor ad-

vertising in the world’s largest LGBTQI+ hubs.

Furthermore, leading up to hosting WorldPride, we 

plan to increase awareness in Denmark by for exam-

ple lighting the Little Mermaid and other iconic at-

tractions in rainbow colors, having busses flying the 

rainbow flag on their routes and paint pedestrian 

crossings in rainbow colors. 

Whenever we do paid advertising, we will seek to 

stand out from the crowd by featuring emotional ap-

peals, controversial and political statements or intri-

guing and innovative visuals to have paid advertising 

spill over into earned media, or think in cross-sections 

between paid advertising and social media to en-

gage regular people as ambassadors in their own so-

cial media networks.

Earned media and media partnerships

As WorldPride in Copenhagen will be a historic event, 

we have reasons to believe that this will spark lots of 

earned media. 

Our plan is to compile compelling stories from people 

from all parts of the world about their pride memories 

and their reasons to participate in WorldPride 2021 

and pitch these to LGBTQI+ and mainstream media, 

in Denmark and abroad. Stories to be pitched for 

earned media attention will also include portraits of 

the LGBTQI+ activists that will take part in our event 

through our outreach program. Furthermore, Copen-

hagen Pride has good experience with more formal-

ized media partnerships in which we work more 

closely with a select Danish newspaper to have them 

cover our events and promote our message of love 

and diversity to a wider audience than just the 

LGBTQI+ community. 

We plan to continue such media partnerships and 

scale-up these efforts to also include international 

press outlets.

Event partnerships

Copenhagen Pride has established good relations to 

several prides around the world over the years. We 

plan to extend these good relations into more sub-

stantial partnerships to make sure that our event is ex-

posed to the participants in prides in all parts of the 

world. Approx. 700,000 USD will be allocated for pro-

motion activities to make sure that we can attend 

prides in all parts of the world to promote our event 

at for example Stonewall 50 in 2019 and more 

broadly in 2020 and 2021. 

We have not yet settled on exactly which prides to 

attend in our promotional activities, but we aim to 

visit a mix of emerging prides in for example Africa, 

South America and Asia along with more well-estab-

lished prides in the Western Hemisphere.
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LETTERS OF 
SUPPORT
ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES, YOU WILL BE 

ABLE TO READ THE LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

THAT OUR BID TO HOST WORLDPRIDE 

IN 2021 HAS RECEIVED.
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Y O U  A R E  I N C L U D E D

C O P E N H A G E N

This bid for WorldPride 2021 was prepared by Copenhagen

Pride in collaboration with Happy Copenhagen and 

Wonderful Copenhagen.  

Photos are courtesy of: Lars Peter Baerendsen (front page, 

page 13, 26, 45), GetzCool Media (page 2), Anders Jung (page 5,

18, 20, 27, 30, 41), Connie Maria Westergaard, Copenhagen Media 

Center (page 8), Ty Stange, Copenhagen Media Center (page 12), 

Wilfred Gachau (page 22),  Kelly Hansen (page 23) and Frank 

Stjerne (page 32).

 

www.copenhagenpride. dk

www.copenhagen2021. org
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